6                           Manu Samhita.

The water is called NSra, inasmuch as it is the first
offspring of Nara (the supreme self),* and inasmuch as
water was the first receptacle of the Supreme Self,
manifested as Brahma, the Supreme Self is ealled
Narayana (lo)

That which is primal, unmanifest, eternal (principle),
encompassing both the real and the phenomenal, the in-
dividual created by that principle is called Brahma, (n)

In that egg that divinity, having lived for one
(Brahma) year, thought, "let the egg be broken in
halves," and the egg was so divided. (12)

Out of those two parts he created the heaven and
the earth, and in their midst he eternally placed the sky
and the eight quarters, and the seas all around. (13)

He recovered the mind, which partakes of the
nature of the Supreme Self, and embraceth both the
character of the noumenon and the phenomenon. Prior
to the evolution of the mind, (he recovered) the principle
of Egoism, the real incentive to all works. (14)

Prior to the evolution of the principle of Egoism,
was evolved the principle of Mahat (principle of
apprehension). All these categories (products of evo-
lution) are possessed of the three qualities (of Sattwa^
Rajas and Tamas). Gradually he created (caused to be

The astral bodies or immutable thought-forms exist in the
eternal consciousness of Brahma, and they become re-animated
or re-deceased according to the influx or out-flow of life into, or
from, them, according to the exigencies of the evolution or involu-
tion of Prakriti, or to express it in the language of every day
life, at the creation or dissolution of the universe.

*The text has Nara-Sunava, the offspring of Nara, the supreme
Sdt the term Nhr^ water being derived from " Nara" coupled
with the affix *' an " denoting filialty.